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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Sir: 



Please ^end the abcve-Mentified application as follows: 



T nThe Abstract : 

Please^ter the attached Abstract. 



biThejEecificati^ 

Please^descriptionpageUas filed in thelnte 
8, 1999(attached to Preliminary ExaminationReport). 



;mational Application with letter ofJuly 



TnThe Drawings: 



Please enter drawing sheet 2/2, as filed in the 



international Application withletterofJune 



17, 1999 (attached to 



Preliminary Examination Report). 



InTheClmms: 



ational Application with letter 



^ . . iA_l8 asfiledinthelntemat 

Please enter the claims, pages 14 amend as indicated below. 

May 27,l999(attachedtoPrelimmary ExaminationReport), and ame 
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.J 3 (Amended) The assemb 

^ Y^W^^^^^^^^^ configuration of the 
^ connected tubing assembly are 



tubi ig 



y of claim 1 [or 2] wherein the intermediate portion is of 
lengths, such that the expansion characteristics of the 
substantially constant over the connection. 



6. (Amended) The assembly of claim /f [any of the preceding claims] wherein the 
/I ^ connector end portions defme grooves to receiva|^rresponding tongues provided on the tubing 
length end portions. 



9. (Amended) The 
lengths are each of sub 




of claim 7 [or 8], wherein the sleeve and the tubing 
t diameter along their length. 



13. (Amended) Thearr; 
circumferentially connected by 




of claim 1 1 [or 12], wherein the strips are initially 
Inks. 



The above amendments should now place this application in proper form for filing in the 
U.S. Patent Office. 
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ABSTRACT 



An expandable tubing assembly comprises a tubular connector (16) defining overlapping 
longitudinal slots (18), the connector (16) comprising end portions (20, 21) and an intermediate 
portion (22). The slots (18) extend over the whole length of the connector (16), but the only slot 
overlap occurs in the intermediate portion (22). The assembly further comprises lengths of 
expandable tubing (24, 25) defining overlapping longitudinal slots (12) and having end portions 
defining nodes (38) between and beyond the ends of the tubing slots (12). Tubing threads (28, 
29) are formed on the end most tubing nodes. The connector end portions define threads (26, 27) 
and are coupled with the threads (28, 29) formed on the nodes of the respective end portions of 
the tubing lengths. . " 
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